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Botswana Summer Encounter 
 
 
A Discoverer Exploration – 9 nights /10 days 
 
This Exploration reveals the life-filled summer season of Botswana, in prime areas 
where few people travel. Experience a nostalgic camping/lodge safari that recreates 
the sense of a gameviewing adventure reminiscent of the times of the great African 
explorers. The Exploration exhibits Botswana's scenic areas: The "petrified" river 
valley of Deception Valley in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve, the fertile green 
islands of the Okavango Delta and its crystal-clear waterways to the diverse and 
wildlife-rich Linyanti and Chobe River systems, ending with the world-famous Victoria 
Falls on the Zambian side of the Zambezi River. Accommodation includes a 
combination of Wilderness Safaris camps with fully serviced camping, and, except in 
the Central Kalahari Game Reserve, all in private concession areas. 
 
This Exploration begins with the Kalahari Desert at its most productive, when sporadic 
summer rains cause wildlife to migrate into the desert valleys in large numbers. This 
precious water creates a short yet incredibly prolific wildlife-viewing period with high 
concentrations of desert species and their young. In addition, the Okavango Delta, 
Linyanti and the Victoria Falls add other exciting dimensions to the journey at this time 
of year.  



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Explorations are led by highly skilled and qualified professional guides with an 
incredible passion for the natural regions they work in. Sharing the adventure and 
guiding you on this journey of discovery combined with their vast knowledge of the 
natural world, history and culture are their professions and personal hobby. Years of 
experience in the field and a depth of understanding of animal behaviour and the 
environment will leave you with a sense of complete wonder. 
 
 
Unique features of this Exploration: 
• Explore the diverse habitats of the Botswana, from desert to delta and plains to 
rivers, all 
in one of its most abundant and remarkable seasons. 
• Old-style serviced camping as well as accommodation in luxury Wilderness Classic 
camps. 
• A combination of fully serviced Adventurer and Discoverer camps gives you the 
complete 
sublime “back to nature” feeling of an Exploration. 
• Exclusive access to the wilderness areas of the Okavango Delta, Linyanti/Chobe and 
Victoria Falls. 
• Experienced, knowledgeable and passionate guide leads the Exploration throughout. 
• Diverse and exciting transfers between locations (air and land). 
 
 
 

 
 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DETAILED ITINERARY 
 
Days 1 – 3: Deception Valley Adventurer Camp, Central Kalahari Game Reserve 
After arrival in Maun, you will be met by your guide or our representative and fly by 
light aircraft to the Kalahari Plains Camp airstrip, where you will transfer by road to our 
camp site, on a game drive transfer of approximately 3 hours. 
Deception Valley – a prehistoric riverbed, flanked by petrified dune lands – is very 
appealing after brief rains, when it is covered with nutritious grasses that attract vast 
animal herds from all over the enormous reserve. These large congregations of desert 
wildlife with their young are followed by opportunistic predators, including populations 
of lion, cheetah, black-backed jackal, bat-eared fox and African wild cat, all of which 
make for outstanding viewing. The rare and seldom seen brown hyaena is also sighted 
from time to time! Birdlife is prolific, with over 400 species in the region. 
We have specifically allowed for a 3-night stay in Deception Valley; on a journey of this 
nature and at this time, guests can then have the time to relax and unwind, while at the 
same time enjoy longer day trips that afford the opportunity to explore the further 
reaches of the park not normally accessed – overall, ensuring the best possible wildlife 
experience.  
We enjoy extended wildlife game drives (with picnic lunch), taking in the game-rich 
Pipers Pans area of the Kalahari, as well as the Letiahau and Deception Valleys. 
 
 
Days 4 – 5: Xigera Camp, Okavango Delta 
 
After a light breakfast we depart overland to Maun (approximately 6 hours), after 
which we fly by light aircraft in the afternoon to the water-filled paradise of the private 
Xigera area, within the Moremi Game Reserve. Xigera is the Delta personified, with 
serene waters flowing through innumerable channels around remote islands and a 
profusion of plant and animal life. Xigera Camp (pronounced Keejera) is a luxury 
tented camp situated in the Moremi Game Reserve in the heart of the Okavango 
Delta. Xigera has something for everyone, in an area where there are no other Moremi 
camps and where permanent water all year round allows one to enjoy a variety of 
activities. Enjoy a true Delta experience while you sit back in a mokoro (dugout 
canoe) and silently glide through the tranquil Okavango waterways or watch the 
sunset and birds gliding home to roost from a motorboat on the Xigera Lagoon. When 
water levels permit, game drives (usually September to May) allow the opportunity to 
observe wildlife and the unique Delta scenery from the comfort of a Land Rover. 
Nestled in a magnificent riverine forest, Xigera consists of 10 luxuriously furnished 
tented rooms with en-suite facilities and outdoor shower. Each room is raised off the 
ground on a wooden deck offering superb views of the seasonal floodplain and 
waterhole. Meals and drinks are enjoyed under the thatch of the raised lounge, bar  
 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and dining area overlooking a permanently flowing channel. A traditional boma offers 
alternative dining under the African stars. Wooden walkways wind through the forest 
connecting the rooms to the main area. There is a plunge pool for cooling off and 
relaxation. The wooden footbridge, a unique feature to Xigera, connects Xigera Island 
to the next one and is often used by lion and leopard moving between the islands 
allowing guests great viewing opportunities. Birding in the area is excellent, with Pel’s 
fishing-owl, slaty egret, wattled crane, African skimmer and a host of eagles, vultures, 
raptors and kingfishers to be found. The area has the highest density of the rare 
sitatunga antelope found anywhere in the Okavango Delta. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Days 6 – 8: Linyanti Discoverer Camp, Linyanti Concession 
 
After a light breakfast, we fly north-east to the private Linyanti Concession. After a 
short game drive we arrive at our private Discoverer camp, which is elegantly set up 
under African ebony and knobthorn trees overlooking panoramic vistas of the Linyanti 
Swamps, out of which the famous Savute Channel flows. 
The landscape of the Linyanti varies from floodplains to open dry land savannah and 
forest with sweeping views, creating a paradise for a high diversity of wildlife and bird 
species. Activities include game drives in the private northern sector of the 
concession, exploring a range of habitats, from riverbanks to scrub and forest, which 
reveal a myriad wildlife en route to slake their thirst from the river. Full-day excursions  



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with lunch at a scenic setting are a possibility. The seldom-seen sitatunga can also be 
spotted in the waterways, as well as rare roan and sable antelope, plains game and of 
course, their predators, the lion and leopard – with the endangered wild dog as an 
incredible bonus. 
 
 
Day 9: Chobe River boat cruise, Chobe National Park and Toka Leya Camp, 
Zambia 
 
After a short morning drive and breakfast, we depart by light aircraft to the northern 
Chobe region of Chobe National Park. This area is famous for its vast herds of 
elephants in the dry season and other unique species such as the elusive puku and 
Chobe bushbuck that move to the river in the hottest hours of the day. Enjoy a light 
lunch on the boat cruise in a catamaran-style shaded boat. 
After clearing customs and immigration formalities through the Kazungula border – the 
point where the four countries of Botswana, Zambia, Namibia and Zimbabwe meet – 
we road transfer to Toka Leya. 
Toka Leya Camp is situated on the banks of the Zambezi River in the eastern sector of 
the Mosioa- Tunya National Park, some 12 km (7.46 miles) up from the Victoria Falls, 
one of the Seven Natural Wonders of the World. The camp consists of 12 safari-style  
tents, each en-suite with a nview of the magnificent Zambezi River and some of its 
islands. The camp's dining and bar area is set beneath a shaded canopy of trees 
overlooking the River and a swimming pool. 
 
 

 
 
 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 10: Victoria Falls, transfer to Livingstone Airport 
The grand finale is a guided tour of the Victoria Falls, one of the Seven Natural 
Wonders of the World. At 1 708 metres (5 604 feett) wide, it is the largest curtain of 
water in the world and drops more than 103 metres (338 feet) into the sheer Zambezi 
Gorge. 
Transfer to Livingstone Airport immediately after the tour of the Victoria Falls and bid 
farewell to the adventure. 
 
The Botswana Summer Encounter is available from $ 6,400 per person sharing. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL SAFARI NOTES 
 
Tour direction: Maun to Livingstone 
 
Private safari options: Tailored Explorations are available on flexible dates, 
accommodation and itineraries, for groups of up to eight guests. These are also ideal 
for families or for small groups from four guests. 
 
Adventurer Camp Description (Deception Valley): 3 x 3 metre (9.84 x 9.84 feet) 
dome tents complete with mini-verandas. Pure cotton linen (with duvets) on GI 
stretchers, bedside table with silver lantern and mini luggage benches finish the 
interior. Evening campfires are the norm and hurricane lanterns add to the 
atmosphere. The bathrooms are en-suite with the entrance to the canvas-wrap open 
air bathroom (zip door) through the rear of tent. There is a serviced en-suite tin 
bucket shower – with hot water available whenever guests require it. The bathroom in 
each tent has a short-drop toilet, with a separate toilet near the main area available for 
use during the day 
 
Discoverer Camp Description (Linyanti Discoverer Camp): Discoverer camps are 
specifically designed to ensure that old-style camping feel with a clear emphasis on 
necessary and stylish comfortable interiors, creating a peerless wilderness experience. 
Discoverer camping aims to bring the guest closer to nature, by means of a lively 
campfire, hurricane lanterns, wide-ranging activities and a warm atmosphere 
complimenting the comfort and added luxury of the camps visited. Accommodation is 
in 6.3 metre x 3.5 metre (20.67 feet x 11.48 feet) walk-in wooden framed canvas sided 
tents. The tents are airy and designed to recreate the accommodation style of the 
early explorers, with richly coloured teak director chairs and minimalist interiors.  
 
 
 
 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Separate bedside tables with 12-volt reading lamps, canvas and wood wardrobes, 
bathrobes, comfortable beds and mirrors are provided. Private, en-suite separate toilet 
and showers form part of the structure. 
 
Exclusivity: Many areas in which we travel are private concessions. All Discoverer 
camps and camp sites are private and for the use of Wilderness Explorations guests 
only, while our lodges and air linkages are open and shared with all Wilderness Safaris 
guests. 
 
Transfers: To maximize guests’ travel time, a variety of travel modes that bring out the 
best of each area is used including flying in light aircraft and overland transfers in 
customized 4X4 safari vehicles. 
 
Time: We have specifically allowed for 3-night stays in Central Kalahari and Linyanti; 
in a journey of this nature, guests have the time to fully relax and unwind, at the same 
time appreciating an in-depth introduction to the diversity of the area as well as its 
activities. 
 
International air connection onto the safari: If arrival is planned for the day of the 
safari’s departure, please ensure that this arrival is with the earliest possible flight from 
Johannesburg, arriving before 12h00. Arrival on a later flight may necessitate 
additional road, air transfers or an overnight in Maun (as departure for the first 
camp/lodge will already have taken place), subject to extra cost. 
 
International air connections leaving the safari: Please ensure that your departure 
flight is booked for after 12h30 from Livingstone. For earlier international departure 
flights, an additional transfer will be required to arrive for this connection, subject to an 
extra cost. 
 
Flashlights/ torches: Please ensure that a minimum 2-D cell flashlight is brought on 
safari, with spare batteries. Head lamps are also useful. Wilderness Explorations does 
not supply flashlights. 
 
Camera battery charging facilities: Please note that a 12V cigarette lighter adaptor 
will be required (that is compatible with camera make) on this safari for charging 
batteries while on game drive or transfer drives in Deception Valley Camping. 
110/220V outlets are available at Xigera Camp and Toka Leya Camp; however 
Linyanti Discoverer Camp has 12V electricity only. 
 
Dietary requirements and special occasions: Due to remote locality of 
Adventurer/Discoverer camps, please ensure that full dietary requirements and special 
occasions are advised at the time of your booking confirmation. 



	  

	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Departures 2013:  
 
Language / Departure Date + From / Finish Date + Finish In  
 
 
English / Sunday 13 Jan Maun / Tuesday 22 Jan Livingstone 
English / Saturday 19 Jan Maun / Monday 28 Jan Livingstone 
English / Thursday 31 Jan Maun / Saturday 09 Feb Livingstone 
English / Thursday 21 Feb Maun / Saturday 02 Mar Livingstone 
English / Tuesday 03 Dec Maun / Thursday 12 Dec Livingstone 
English / Thursday 12 Dec Maun / Saturday 21 Dec Livingstone 
English / Wednesday 18 Dec Maun / Friday 27 Dec Livingstone 
 
 
 
 
Contact for inquiries & bookings: 
 

 
Ute Sonnenberg 
Email: ute@rohoyachui.com 
Phone: +27-76-5085850 
Fax: +27-86-5461154 
Skype: utesonnenberg 
Web: www.rohoyachui.com  
 
 
We are also happy to call you. 
 
 

 



	  

	  

 
 


